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About World Day of Prayer 

World Day of Prayer is a 
worldwide ecumenical movement 
of Christian women of many 
traditions who come together to 
observe a common day of prayer 
and action each year on the first 

Friday in March. Each year a different country 
serves as the writer of the World Day of Prayer 
worship service, interpreting the Bible in their 
own context, and lifting up issues of mission, 
justice and peace.  
 

Offerings collected during the services are 
granted by WDP national committees to non
profit organizations that deal with issues 
identified by the writer-country. The WDP motto 
is “Informed prayer. Prayerful action.” World Day 
of Prayer USA promotes justice and equality for 
women through prayer, partnerships, service, and 
celebration. 
 

About World Day of Prayer 2022 
World Day of Prayer 2022 is brought to us by the 
women of England, Wales & Northern Ireland.  
They call us to worship with the words “I know 
the plans I have for you”, inspired by Jeremiah 
29:1-14. The program is based on the letter that 
the prophet Jeremiah wrote to the exiles in 
Babylonia. The exiles were in a place of suffering, 
uncertainty, and opposing views on how to 
respond to the moment. Today, we come 
together to hear the stories of women who feel 
excluded, listen to the fear of a child refugee and 
learn to see the context of a multi-ethnic, multi-
cultural, and multi-faith society in England, Wales 
& Northern Ireland. 
 

For Jeremiah, God’s plan was clear, and we share 
this assurance by singing it. Let us celebrate hope 
by lighting a candle on behalf of the seven regions 
of the world, knowing that our prayerful action 
can bring to life the promises of God who, like a 
Mother and Father, cares for us all. 
 

We are given a seed of hope to ponder where it 
needs to be planted in our lives and in our 
communities. Take this opportunity, to raise 
awareness of the needs of your community and 
offer the gifts of prayers and commitment. A 
seed, nourished by prayers of intercession and 
actions of love, binds us together around the 
world. 

 
Taking the Offering  
Make all checks payable to WDP USA. Mail to 
WDP USA, 475 Riverside Drive, 15th Floor, New 
York, NY 10115. Your cancelled check is your 
receipt. See page 22 for information about 2021 
offering grants. 

 
Thank You!  
Thank you to all the faithful women who organize 
World Day of Prayer celebrations, adding to the 
powerful legacy of women’s work in faith.  
 

Thank you, too, to the committee members and 
staff who worked on the preparation of the WDP-
USA materials.  
 

Special thanks to Leah Bradley for design and 
production of the USA materials, to Mt. Royal 
Printing for printing and fulfillment, and to Valerie 
Crescenz for typesetting the music. 

2022 Leader’s Guide/Order of Worship © 2022, World Day of Prayer USA  
 

For more information, contact: World Day of Prayer USA, 475 Riverside Dr., 15th Floor, New York, NY 10115.  
Art by Angie Fox • Page layout by Leah Bradley 
 

Unless otherwise noted, scripture quotations herein are from the New Revised Standard Version of the Bible, copyright 
© 1989 by the Division of Christian Education of the National Council of Churches of Christ in the U.S.A.  
and are used by permission. All rights reserved. 
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About the Artist and the Art 

Angie Fox is an Embroiderer and Vestment Designer. 

Growing up in Norfolk, she learned to knit and sew from her 
mother but has continued learning new needlework and other 
craft skills throughout her life. 

Angie is married to Peter. They have three sons and two 
grandchildren and live in Castle Donington near Derby. As an 
Anglican Priest's wife, she has lived in many places, including 
two stints in Papua New Guinea. Her first child was born there 
and, later, she returned to PNG when her husband became 
Bishop of Port Moresby. 

A love of traditional worship has inspired her in designing and 
making church vestments. At one stage, together with a group 
of clergy wives in Port Moresby, she was sending vestments to 
Australia to raise funds for the church. She now designs and 
makes bespoke vestments to order. “I get some of my best 
designs when I should be listening to my husband's sermons!” 
she laughs. 

Angie recently received the Certificate in Hand Embroidery from the Royal School of Needlework. “I have 
enjoyed the discipline of learning afresh skills I thought I knew; understanding ancient techniques of hand 
embroidery, passed down through the generations” 

“I am thrilled to be chosen to represent, in art, the prayers of the women of my country. I have so many 
memories of organizing and participating in WDP services at home and abroad and I love the feeling of 
togetherness, knowing that, all over the world, the same prayers are being offered in many languages, and 
cultures, churches and meeting places.” 

Artist’s Explanation  

Medium: Textile – Embroidery, Appliqué and Metalwork 

Following the theme given, I have used several images to depict the 
key words as follows: 

• Freedom: an open door to a pathway across an endless open 
vista 

• Justice: broken chains 

• God’s Peace and Forgiveness: the dove of peace and a peace lily 
breaking through the pavement 

• Over all, a rainbow which has come to represent all these things 
from the story of Noah through to the modern day. It is a symbol 
of the overreaching love of God. 
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About the World Day of Prayer Offering 

Through the WDP offering, women share their resources with women and children around the world. Since 
the first WDP worship service, celebrated worldwide in 1927, offerings have been collected at each WDP 
worship service annually. As women unite in prayer with women around the world, asking God to relieve 
their suffering, bring healing, mend brokenness, overcome barriers and bring peace, justice and well-being, 
they put together whatever they can give as their offering. It is the responsibility of each WDP national 
committee to determine the use and distribution of the offering.  

Through the years, a common understanding developed, that limited expenses for the operation of the 
national committees and for promoting WDP in a country could, by decision of the committee, be paid from 
the offering collected. The principle was and is that the hiring of part-time or full-time staff has as its purpose 
to serve the WDP work and its commitment to informed prayer and prayerful action.  

With the formation of the WDP International Committee (WDPIC) in 1968, the WDPIC constitution called 
upon WDP national committees to contribute from the offering toward the financial support of the 
International Committee’s coordinating work.  

In all these developments, the basic understanding of the meaning and purpose of the offering remained 
unchanged. As this process is repeated each year, there is continued growth and renewal in the worldwide 
movement. 
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Welcome from the WDP USA Committee 
Dear Siblings in Christ, 
 

The World Day of Prayer USA (WDP-USA) Committee is excited to share the materials for WDP-USA 2022 – 
England Wales & Northern Ireland. The theme, “I Know the Plans I Have for You” (Jeremiah 29:11), is based 
on the letter from the prophet Jeremiah to the survivors carried into exile from Jerusalem to Babylon by King 
Nebuchadnezzar. 
 

We realize many of you were unable to hold an in-person worship service in 2021 because of the COVID-19 
pandemic. If we have learned anything from this pandemic it is that technology allows us to worship together 
even though we may not be able to be with our siblings in Christ. So, we encourage you to start planning now 
for a meaningful event on March 4, 2022. And although the first Friday in March is the traditional day of the 
annual World Day of Prayer, the material can be used at any day that fits the needs of your group. 
 

We greatly appreciate your evaluations and feedback on the materials for WDP 2022 - England, Wales & 
Northern Ireland. Thanks to the many groups which designated the offering from their service to the work of 
WDP-USA. The contributions allow us to continue to produce high-quality materials and to address critical 
social and economic issues through grants to organizations in the United States and around the world. See 
our website for the list of 2021 grant recipients. 
 

It is our prayer that you will make the World Day of Prayer a year-long experience. We invite you to stay 
connected through our email newsletter, Twitter, and Facebook, and by frequent visits to our website. Share 
with your friends so that the movement will continue to grow.  
 

The WDP-USA Committee and staff are grateful for your engagement and partnership as we continue to work 
for justice, equality, and equity for women and humankind around the world through prayer, partnership, 
service, and celebration.  
 
Gail Logan Strange 
 
 
 
Chair, World Day of Prayer USA 

The worship service for World Day of Prayer 2023 is written by 
our sisters on the WDP Committee of Taiwan. The service focuses 
on issues shared by women and girls around the world and 
challenges us to prayerful action. We are reminded of the 
urgency in protecting the environment and having a nuclear-free 
homeland; the gender stereotypes women face when defying 
traditional roles in the workplace or family, and to care for the 
victims of verbal and sexual abuse; and brings to light the 
struggle of essential workers balancing work and family in a 
vulnerable economic situation during the pandemic. 

Looking Ahead to World Day of Prayer 2023  
I Have Heard About Your Faith—based on Ephesians 1:15-19 
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In the midst of all the uncertainties we are living under due to the COVID-19 pandemic, the WDP 2022 theme 
emerges like a balm of confidence. It is an invitation to place our trust in God in times of suffering.  

The program is based on the letter the prophet Jeremiah wrote to the exiles in Babylonia (Jeremiah 29:1-14). 
The exiles were in a context of suffering, uncertainty, and opposing views on how to respond to the moment. 
Today, we come together to hear the stories of women who feel excluded, listen to the fear of a child refu
gee and learn to see the context of a multi-ethnic, multi-cultural, and multi-faith society in England, Wales & 
Northern Ireland (EWNI). 

For Jeremiah, God’s plan was clear, and we share this assurance by singing it. What is your WDP hope? Let 
the children and the youth guide your response. Then, come to celebrate hope by lighting a candle on behalf 
of the seven regions of the world, knowing that our prayerful action can bring to life the promises of God 
who, like a Mother and Father, cares for us all.  

We are given a seed of hope to ponder where it needs to be planted in our lives and in our communities. 
Take this opportunity, to raise awareness on the needs of your community and offer the gifts of prayers and 
commitment. A seed, nourished by prayers of intercession and actions of love, binds us together around the 
world.  

We want to thank all the women and young women who came together as World Day of Prayer to develop 
the worship service and educational materials. We appreciate the EWNI Committee’s effort to reach out to 
form a collaborative and diverse group. If your WDP Committee wants information about projects and initia
tives recommended by EWNI WDP Committee, please contact us. 

May God, who plans no harm, sustain the world in love and hope.  

 

Rosângela Oliveira 
WDPIC Executive Director 

world day of prayer | 2022 

Welcome from the WDP International Committee 
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About the Service 
The verse from Jeremiah that we were given is one 
of hope, and hope is the overarching theme of this 
worship service. To symbolize hope, we have used 
light, in the form of candles, and seeds. 
 

We thought about the Jeremiah passage and the 
situation of the exiled people of Israel, who were 
longing to return to their homeland. That led us to 
think of different forms of ‘exile’ in our own 
countries. Three voices - Lina, Natalie and Emily - 
name some of them: poverty, fear and isolation. 
Lina, Natalie and Emily tell their personal stories of 
how God’s plans for them have worked out in 
unexpected ways – plans that have brought 
freedom, justice and God’s peace.  
 

God’s plans for the people of Judah were not the 
plans they expected, or were looking for, but they 
were to bring them hope for a future they could 
not at that moment see. We wanted the service to 
move from ‘darkness’ to ‘light’ – from negative 
places to the positive hope we find in God and 
God’s plans for us.  We have used candles as a 
symbol of light shining through darkness and seeds 
as a symbol of God’s hope. Seven candles are lit 
during the service – one for each of the seven 
regions of the World Day of Prayer family. 
 

The song ‘Surely I know the plans I have for you’ 
was written for the service by Lucy Hole, a member 
of the writing group. We have also suggested songs 
to use at other points in the service.  
 

A Word on God, Our Mother and Our Father 
God is beyond our understanding. In the Bible, we 
know God a little better through a vast range of 
word pictures. These often offer contrasting 
images, even within the same few verses. For 
example: Isaiah 40: 10-11 offers contrasting 
pictures of God - first as a mighty warrior, then as a 
tender shepherd. It is important to take the images 
together to get a more balanced language to speak 
about God. In that effort, we find male and female 
imageries of God in the Bible. God is beyond 
gender, but when we speak about God we use 

language that demonstrates characteristics often 
perceived as particularly maternal or paternal. In 
Job 38:28-29 both aspects are described next to 
each other and so should be taken together as a 
broader picture of God. Using a merely masculine 
language to address God is not Biblical and loses 
sight of the multi-faceted picture of God we find 
within its pages.  
 

We have used the phrase “God our Mother and our 
Father” in this service not intending to be 
provocative but to draw attention to the wider 
imagery of God and try and take a small step 
toward an understanding of God beyond gender. 
We have similarly avoided using either male or 
female pronouns, but talk of God as God and not 
“he” or “she.”   
 

WDP is a women-led movement and perhaps by 
introducing some balance to a predominantly 
masculine view of God we can encourage women 
and men to be open to new and deeper 
experiences of the love God has for all creation. 
The places in the service where we have used ‘he’ 
and ‘him’ are in Lina’s and Emily’s stories, where 
we have kept the words they themselves used. 
 
 

A Word on Confession 
Throughout the course of history, nations have 
conquered other nations and established empires 
that stretch across the known world. Britain was 
one of these conquering nations. We realize that, 
through our selfishness and lack of consideration 
for others, we caused suffering to our sisters and 
brothers in other countries. It is important to 
acknowledge this fact and have therefore included 
a specific Prayer of Confession. 
 

We invite all who share the British heritage and 
those who come from other nations with a similar 
history to share in this prayer of confession. We 
recognize this prayer may not have the same 
meaning for the worldwide community, in 
particular for those who suffered the impact of 
colonization. Please feel free to adapt or omit this 
prayer if it is not relevant to your country.  

World Day of Prayer 2022  |  Leader’s Guide and Order of Worship 
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Speakers  
This service calls for the following speaking roles:  
  Leader 1   Leader 2   Leader 3   
  Reader 1   Reader 2 
  Lina    Natalie   Emily 
 

If you do not have enough leaders, you can divide 
the parts differently. If you would like to include 
more leaders, divide up the parts of Leader and 
Reader. Make sure each speaker has a copy of the 
leader’s guide with the complete order of worship. 
 

Preparation 
 

Music/Photo CDs  
Order the music/photo CD set to get a feel for the 
kind of music that is traditional to England, Wales & 
Northern Ireland. Be sure to make copies for the 
congregation if you plan to use the songs in your 
service. Consider a learning session before the 
service to familiarize folks with the music. If you 
would like to include some familiar songs, there are 
many songs in our hymnals that relate to this year’s 
theme. Feel free to choose what works for you.  
Note: The International Committee has given 
permission to all WDP committees to translate, play, 
sing, print, and reproduce the songs for this year's 
WDP service. For any other use, request permission.  
 

The photo CD contains pictures (as jpegs and a 
PowerPoint presentation), with accompanying script. 
It also contains a short film presentation on England, 
Wales & Northern Ireland—a nice addition to the 
service, perhaps shown during the offering or during 
a luncheon or coffee hour following the service. You 
will need a computer and/or a projector to show it. 
It will not play in a DVD player. 
 

Children  
Make your WDP service child-friendly. Print the 
children’s activity pages (available at www.wdp-
usa.org/store) for children to use before, during, or 
after the service.  
 

In many churches, the women who plan the WDP 
service are the same women who run children’s 
Sunday school. Instead of dividing your efforts on 
World Day of Prayer, invite children to participate in 
the WDP worship service, and then use the 
children’s lessons with them on the following Sunday 
in their regular Sunday School. 

Announcements  
At the end of the service, announce the following:  
Information about grant recipients is on the web  
at wdp-usa.org/grants. The 2023 theme is: "I Have 
Heard About Your Faith." The writer country is  
Taiwan. See page 5.  
 

Evaluation/Report Form  
Be sure to return the form found on page 25. You 
can also fill out the evaluation online at www.wdp-
usa.org/materials/evaluation-form/.  
 

Stay Connected Online  
WDP USA sends out emails to keep you in the loop. 
Send an email to info@wdp-usa.org, “E-newsletter” 
in the subject line, to subscribe!  
 

Follow us on Instagram @wdpusa and on Facebook 
at www.facebook.com/worlddayofprayerusa. 
 

Set Up 
A table should be placed in a prominent and easily 
accessible place in the worship area. It should be 
covered in a blue cloth (symbolizing the sea around 
our islands), with elements of green for the land 
and grey/brown for our towns and cities. 
 

On the table, place a Bible open at Jeremiah 29:11 
and seven candles. At various points in the service 
the candles will be lit.  A globe or world map could 
be placed in the center of the table, encircled by 
differently colored paper figures (symbolizing our 
diversity) and symbols and pictures of England, 
Wales & Northern Ireland. 
 

Reflection/Responsive Action 
There are several ways this can be done. People 
could be given pieces of card /paper on which to 
write their thoughts in the pauses. They could 
share thoughts with the person sitting next to them 
or they can simply think and pray silently.  
 

It is important to give people enough time in the 
pauses to think. 
 

Before the Service 
Give each person in the congregation a seed, or a 
small packet of seeds, as they arrive. 
 
 

World Day of Prayer 2022  |  Leader’s Guide and Order of Worship 
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Opening Prayer 
Reader 1: In the beginning when God created the 
heavens and the earth, God said, ’Let there be light!’  
 

A candle is lit as we say together 
 
All: God, our Mother and our Father, we light a 
candle of hope to celebrate with all your people as 
we watch and wait for your plans and promises to 
be fulfilled. 
 

Reader 1: The people walking in darkness have seen 
a great light; on those living in the land of deep 
darkness a light has dawned. 
 

All: God of hope, In our busyness may we find space 
to see you at work in our lives and our world. May 
we be people who radiate your hope as we worship 
in celebration today. Amen.  
 
(Pause for a moment of reflection) 
 

Welcome and Greeting 
Leader 1: Welcome to our World Day of Prayer 
service, celebrated in the seven regions of the world, 
reflected in our service as we light seven candles. 
Warmest greetings from the women of England, 
Wales & Northern Ireland: three countries that form 
part of the United Kingdom. Together with Scotland, 

they are the British Isles, situated in northwestern 
Europe. 
 

We rejoice that, although they have many things in 
common, they are a diverse people. Over the years 
the British Isles have welcomed people from all 
corners of the Earth, some who have chosen to 
come, and others who are refugees fleeing from 
persecution in their own lands. Today the country is 
a multi-ethnic, multi-cultural, multi-faith society. 
England, Wales & Northern Ireland are proud of the 
diversity and anxious to preserve the differences of 
language and culture. We rejoice with them in this. 
 

We rejoice in the variety of natural beauty found in 
the British Isles: its mountains and craggy 
moorland, its fertile fields and pastureland, its 
rolling downs and spectacular coastal scenery; its 
small islands. 
 

The theme of our service is God’s promise found in 
the book of Jeremiah: I Know the Plans I Have for 
You. Focusing on freedom, forgiveness, justice and 
God’s peace, let us see how this promise can be a 
sign of hope for all people. 
 

Song: Praise Him 
 
 

World Day of Prayer 2022  |  Leader’s Guide and Order of Worship 
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Leader 1: The prophet Jeremiah lived some 600 
years before the birth of Christ, at a time of great 
political crisis. The southern kingdom of Judah had 
been invaded by the Babylonians and many of its 
people taken from Jerusalem into exile. The people 
had lost the land they believed God had given them 
and they longed to return, but the future looked 
bleak. Our chosen passage is part of a letter from 
Jeremiah, setting out God’s plan for the exiles: they 
are to stay where they are and make new lives for 
themselves in this foreign land. 
 

Bible Reading   Jeremiah 29: 1 - 14 

These are the words of the letter that the prophet 
Jeremiah sent from Jerusalem to the remaining 
elders among the exiles, and to the priests, the 
prophets, and all the people, whom Nebuchadnezzar 
had taken into exile from Jerusalem to 
Babylon. 2 This was after King Jeconiah, and the 
queen mother, the court officials, the leaders of 
Judah and Jerusalem, the artisans, and the smiths 
had departed from Jerusalem. 3 The letter was sent 
by the hand of Elasah son of Shaphan and Gemariah 
son of Hilkiah, whom King Zedekiah of Judah sent to 
Babylon to King Nebuchadnezzar of Babylon. It said: 
 4 Thus says the Lord of hosts, the God of Israel, to all 
the exiles whom I have sent into exile from 
Jerusalem to Babylon: 5 Build houses and live in 
them; plant gardens and eat what they 
produce. 6 Take wives and have sons and daughters; 
take wives for your sons, and give your daughters in 
marriage, that they may bear sons and daughters; 
multiply there, and do not decrease. 7 But seek the 
welfare of the city where I have sent you into exile, 
and pray to the Lord on its behalf, for in its welfare 
you will find your welfare. 8 For thus says the Lord of 
hosts, the God of Israel: Do not let the prophets and 
the diviners who are among you deceive you, and do 
not listen to the dreams that they dream, 9 for it is a 
lie that they are prophesying to you in my name; I 
did not send them, says the Lord. 
10 For thus says the Lord: Only when Babylon’s 
seventy years are completed will I visit you, and I will 
fulfill to you my promise and bring you back to this 
place. 11 For surely I know the plans I have for you, 
says the Lord, plans for your welfare and not for 
harm, to give you a future with hope. 12 Then when 
you call upon me and come and pray to me, I will 
hear you. 13 When you search for me, you will find 

me; if you seek me with all your heart, 14 I will let 
you find me, says the Lord, and I will restore your 
fortunes and gather you from all the nations and all 
the places where I have driven you, says the Lord, 
and I will bring you back to the place from which I 
sent you into exile. 
 

Reader 2: ‘These are the words of the letter that 
the prophet Jeremiah sent from Jerusalem to the 
remaining elders among the exiles and to the 
priests, the prophets, and all the people 
Nebuchadnezzar had taken into exile from 
Jerusalem to Babylon. This was after King Jeconiah, 
and the queen mother, the court officials, the 
leaders of Judah and Jerusalem, the artisans, and 
the smiths had departed from Jerusalem.’  
 

Reader 1: ’Thus says the Lord of hosts, the God of 
Israel, to all the exiles whom I have sent into exile 
from Jerusalem to Babylon: Build houses and live in 
them; plant gardens and eat what they produce. 
Take wives and have sons and daughters; take 
wives for your sons and give your daughters in 
marriage, that they may have sons and daughters; 
multiply there, and do not decrease. But seek the 
welfare of the city where I have sent you into exile, 
and pray to the Lord on its behalf, for in its welfare 
you will find your welfare. For thus says the Lord of 
hosts, the God of Israel: Do not let the prophets 
and the diviners who are among you deceive you, 
and do not listen to the dreams that they dream, 
for it is a lie that they are prophesying to you in my 
name; I have not sent them, says the Lord.’  
 

Reader 2: ’For thus says the Lord: Only when 
Babylon’s seventy years are completed will I visit 
you and I will fulfill to you my promise and bring 
you back to this place. For surely I know the plans I 
have for you, says the Lord, plans for your welfare 
and not for harm, to give you a future with hope. 
Then when you call upon me and come and pray to 
me, I will hear you. When you search for me, you 
will find me; if you seek me with all your heart, I 
will let you find me, says the Lord, and I will restore 
your fortunes and gather you from all the nations 
and all the places where I have driven you, says the 
Lord, and I will bring you back to the place from 
which I sent you into exile.’ 
 
Song: For Surely I Know the Plans (sung twice)  

World Day of Prayer 2022  |  Leader’s Guide and Order of Worship 
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A second candle is lit as we say together, 
 

All: God, our Mother and our Father, we light a 
candle of hope to celebrate with all your people as 
we watch and wait for your plans and promises to 
be fulfilled. 
 

Prayers of Confession 
Leader 1: God told the people of Judah to care for 
the people and the place where they had been 
exiled. Often, we fall short of caring for God’s world 
and God’s people. So let us bring those times to God 
and ask God’s forgiveness.  
 

Leader 2: Merciful God, we come to you in 
confession, We are aware that much of the suffering 
our sisters and brothers across the world face is a 
result of our colonial past. We acknowledge this and 
are sorry that, as a country, we have often put 
ourselves first, at the expense of others. (Silence) 
 

Leader 2: Gracious God, forgive us 
 

All: God, in your mercy, forgive us 
We think of your beautiful world, how we have taken 
it for granted, and squandered its resources. (Silence) 
 

Leader 2: Generous God, forgive us 
 

All: God, in your mercy, forgive us  (Silence) 
 

Leader 2: Our fellow sisters and brothers cry out to 
you; we have failed to love them well. We have not 
loved our neighbors as you have taught us. 
Sometimes we have not even loved ourselves. 
(Silence) 
 

Leader 2: Compassionate God, forgive us 
 

All: God, in your mercy, forgive us (Silence) 
 

All: God, in your mercy, help us to act on your call 
for repentance. (Silence) 

 

Leader 2: Jesus, thank you that through your 
sacrifice we are forgiven. Holy Spirit, transform our 
hearts and minds, so that we may live and love as 
Jesus showed us.   
 

All: Amen 
 

Pause for reflection 
 

Voices of Women 
Leader 1: The people of Jeremiah’s time found 
themselves in a place where they did not want to 
be: away from their homeland and excluded from 
their culture, worship and homes. 
 

There are many people who have settled in the 
British Isles after having fled their homeland and 
culture. In the land of prosperity there are those 
who are poor. And in the midst of crowded cities 
many are lonely. How can we tell all their stories? 
We cannot. But we can hear voices telling us to  
listen to what it means to feel excluded in England, 
Wales & Northern Ireland. So what does it mean  
to feel excluded in England, Wales & Northern 
Ireland? 
 

Immediately three women, seated in different 
places on the edges of the worship area, jump up 
and call out the answers to this question.  
 

Lina: Living in poverty, regularly missing a meal so 
that my children might not go hungry. 
Natalie: Living in fear because my partner abuses 
me, physically, emotionally, and sexually. 
Emily: Living in loneliness and isolation because of 
my age, disability, ethnic origin or sexuality. 
 

Song: Christ Be Our Light 

During the singing of the hymn, Lina, Natalie and 
Emily are seen walking to the table.  
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When the hymn has finished, they light the third 
candle and say together:  
 

God, our Mother and our Father, we light a candle 
of hope to celebrate with all your people as we 
watch and wait for your plans and promises to be 
fulfilled. 
 

Stories of Hope 
 
Leader 1: There are times in our lives when we find 
ourselves in situations where we do not want to be. 
Sometimes, like the exiles in Babylon, we cannot 
see a way forward and long for God to intervene. 
When God does, it is often in ways that we could 
never have imagined and not at all as we expected. 
 

Listen to the true stories of three women who 
found themselves living in difficult situations, and 
of how God’s plans for them have blessed them in 
very unexpected ways.  
 

Lina’s Story 
My name is Lina (Lee-nah) and I have helped my 
son to bring up my four grandsons after their  
mother left them. My son struggles with mental 
health issues and cannot work, so there is very little 
money for even their basic needs. I used to go 

without food myself in order to buy food for him 
and the boys.  
 

Five years ago, my grandsons attended an event at 
my local church, where they were welcomed 
warmly. Since then, this church has become our 
wider family. They help us with regular donations 
of food from the Foodbank and have helped us 
with clothing and holidays for the family.  
 

One member of the congregation is a retired 
teacher and helped the grandchildren with their 
homework on a Wednesday night. Through the love 
of this church, we have found a safe space, people 
who love us and will not let us down. I thank God 
for the way that he has worked out his plans to 
bless us, to give us hope and a future, through my 
local church.   
 

Lina lights the fourth candle. The music ‘For surely I 
know the plans’ is played once as we say together, 
 

All: God, our Mother and our Father, we light a 
candle of hope to celebrate with all your people 
as we watch and wait for your plans and promises 
to be fulfilled. 
 
 

Natalie’s Story 

World Day of Prayer 2022  |  Leader’s Guide and Order of Worship 



17 

 

It doesn’t always feel like fear when I am with him. 
Mostly I feel uneasy, like I am treading on eggshells, 
unsure of what he is going to do next or what he is 
going to make me do next. His indifference towards 
me stings. His unkindness shrivels me up inside. His 
threats make me paranoid. God is a weapon he 
uses to control me. I am a shell of who I used to be. 
 
When I was pregnant, he hurt me so badly that the 
baby was born early. In the days I spent in the 
hospital, not knowing if my child would live, God 
spoke to me; “Stop praying for your child to live. 
Instead, pray for my will to be done.” I said, “Yes” 
to God, who offered only to be present, with no 
promises that everything would be okay. And yet…. 
 

My baby is now 13 years old, happy and healthy. 
My life has been filled with more joy and beauty 
than I ever thought possible and I am free from the 
man who abused me so terribly. No longer do I 
fear; God has good plans for me.  
 

Natalie lights the fifth candle. The music ‘For surely 
I know the plans’ is played once as we say together, 
 

All: God, our Mother and our Father, we light a 
candle of hope to celebrate with all your people 
as we watch and wait for your plans and promises 
to be fulfilled. 
 

Emily’s Story 
I had plans for my life. I would go to University and 
become a teacher. But when I was 16, I was 
diagnosed with brain tumors and needed lots of 
surgery. One operation saved my life but caused 
me to lose my hearing.  
 

I was terrified in my world of silence. All thoughts 
of a career in education vanished. I struggled to 
understand what people said to me as I watched 
their lips move. I struggled to understand sign 
language, too. I felt caught between the hearing 
world and the deaf world, fitting into neither. I 
became very isolated and withdrawn. I wanted to 
end my life - but God had other plans.  
 

As I gradually accepted that my plans could not 
happen, I asked God to use my life for his glory,  
and he began to show me his plans. He wanted me 
to use my story for him.  He knows the plans he has 
for me and I have learned that I do not need to 

know them. I need to trust him.  
 

I am better at lip reading and sign language now, 
although I still struggle to understand what people 
say sometimes. But I know that, whatever I go 
through, God whispers his peace and love into my 
heart. And I do not need to be able to hear to know 
his whisper. 
 

Emily lights the sixth candle. The music ‘For surely I 
know the plans’ is played once as we say together, 
 

All: God, our Mother and our Father, we light a 
candle of hope to celebrate with all your people 
as we watch and wait for your plans and promises 
to be fulfilled. 
 
Short pause for reflection 
 

Reader 1: The people walking in darkness have 
seen a great light. 
 

Reader 2: Jesus said: “I am the light of the world. 
Whoever follows me will never walk in darkness 
but will have the light of life” (John 8:12) 
 

Leader 1: God’s promises of freedom, forgiveness, 
justice and peace are fulfilled in Jesus. He is the life-
giving light which even the deepest darkness 
cannot extinguish. It is through Jesus that we are 
able to come close to God and discern God’s plans 
for us.  
 

Prayer of Thanksgiving 
Leader 2: God of the past, the present and the 
future, we thank you that you love us faithfully and 
uniquely. You loved us before we knew anything 
about you; you care for us in every moment of our 
lives; you know our deepest thoughts, our highest 
hopes and our greatest fears; you know the best 
and the worst in us, and still you love us.  
 

Thank you that you never let us go. Thank you for 
the plans and promises you have made for us, 
which give us hope for today and tomorrow. God of 
our past, our present and our future, receive our 
thanks and praise, which we offer in Jesus’ name.  
 

All: Amen. 
 

Song: Hymn of Thanksgiving 
Reflection/Responsive Action 
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Leader 3: As we reflect upon God’s promise to the 
people of Judah, at each pause, feel free to write or 
draw your thoughts – or simply think silently. 
“For surely I know the plans I have for you, says the 
Lord, plans for your welfare and not for harm, to 
give you a future with hope. Then when you call 
upon me and come and pray to me, I will hear 
you.” (Jeremiah 29:11) 
 

As you came in you were given a seed or packet of 
seeds. A seed is full of potential and hope. Hold 
your seed(s) and ponder. What might God be 
saying to you? What hope does God have for your 
future? Pause to think and write down or draw your 
thoughts. We pray for what is in our hearts. 
(Silence for personal prayer) 
 
Leader 3: What stops you from hearing God’s call? 
(Pause) We pray that we might hear God’s voice. 
(Silence) 
 

Leader 3: Seeds need the right conditions to grow.  
Where do seeds of hope need planting in your life? 
(Pause) Where do seeds of hope need planting in 
your community? (Pause) Where do seeds of hope 
need planting in your country? (Pause) How can 
these seeds of hope be nourished in your life; in 
your community; in your country? (Pause) We pray 
for these places and situations. (Silence) 
 

Leader 3: Take these seeds and plant them as a 
reminder of God’s constant love and your hopes. 
A seventh candle is lit as we say together, 
 

All: God, our Mother and our Father, we light a 
candle of hope and participate with all your 
people in responsive prayerful action to bring to 
life the plans and promises you have for us. 
 

Song: For Surely I Know the Plans  
(see pages 13 and 14) 
  

Prayers of Intercession 
Leader 2: Let us pray: For all who are hungry, who 
do not have enough to live with dignity; that they 
may find generosity in their communities. (Silence) 
 

Leader 2: God, in your mercy 
All: Hear our prayer  
Leader 2: For all who are abused in any way, whose 
homes or places of study or work are places not of 

safety but of fear; that they may be strengthened 
and freed from abusers and fear. 
(Silence) 
 

Leader 2: God, in your mercy 
All: Hear our prayer. 
 

Leader 2: For all who live in loneliness or isolation; 
that they may know friendship and community. 
(Silence) 
 

Leader 2: God, in your mercy 
All: Hear our prayer 
 

Leader 2: For all who are shunned, from whom 
people turn away; that they may be included and 
know themselves loved as children of God. 
(Silence) 
 

Leader 2: God, in your mercy 
All: Hear our prayer. 
 

Leader 2: For all who have been displaced, who live 
in exile and in fear of losing everything they have 
ever known; that they may know God’s peace and 
strength in their lives. (Silence) 
 

Leader 2: God, in your mercy 
All: Hear our prayer. 
 

Leader 2: Let us commend ourselves and all for 
whom we pray, to the mercy and protection of 
God. In the name of our Saviour Jesus Christ, 
   

The Lord’s Prayer in Welsh 
Gweddi'r Arglwydd 
Leader 1: Let us pray as our Savior taught us. 
 

Ein Tad yn y nefoedd 
Sancteiddier dy enw; 
Deled dy deyrnas; 
Gwneler dy ewyllys, 
ar y ddaearfel yn y nef. 
Dyro ni heddiw ein bara 
beunyddiol 
a maddau ni ein troseddau, 
fel yr ydym ni wedi maddau'r 
rhai a droseddodd yn ein herbyn; 
a phaid â'n dwyn brawf, 
ond gwared ni rhag yr Un drwg. 
Oherwydd eiddo ti yw'r deyrnas 
a'r gallu a'r gogoniant am byth. Amen. 

Offering (to be collected during the next hymn) 
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Song: Make Me a Channel of Your Peace 

Prayer of Dedication for Offering 
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Leader 2: Faithful God, knowing that your plans for our lives are good and your promises to be trusted, we 
offer these gifts in praise and thanksgiving. May they be used according to your will for the benefit of all your 
people. 
 

Song: The Day Thou Gavest, Lord, Has Ended 

 

Blessing and Dismissal 
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world day of prayer | 2022 

World Day of Prayer USA Grants 

Leader 2: We thank you, loving God, that we have been gathered in your presence and shared in worship. 
Now may we go forth into the world, confident that we are your children, knowing that you have called us by 
name. In our daily life may we align ourselves to your will, seeking direction to follow your plan and patience 
in the waiting. In the challenges and joys we face, may we be assured we do not face them alone. Let us go in 
peace, hope and love, in the name of God, our Mother and our Father, in the name of the Son and in the 
name of the Holy Spirit. 
 

All: Amen.  
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Anglican Church Women Mothers will focus on 
economic empowerment of women. They will hold 
a training workshop to educate and empower 
women to start their own business within their 
communities or in the urban area. $900 

 
The Presbyterian Women’s Missionary Union will 
focus on trauma counseling. They will hold a five 
day workshop for 30 participants from nine 
presbyteries to equip women and men for trauma 
counseling. $1,000 

 
WDP Vanuatu will hold a five day workshop for 12 
unemployed women from the rural area to “Train 
the trainers.” $1,000  

 
The Apostolic Church Women will hold a workshop 
for women and disaster recovery. From January to 
May in 2022 they will hold a training for women on 
the use of agricultural tools and planting materials 
to preserve crops during the cyclone season and to 
prepare for disaster recovery. $1,200 
 
The Catholic Church in Vanuatu – a workshop 
called Widows Capacity Building. This group will 
work with widows in the community to learn to be 
self-reliant. $500 

Churches of Christ Vanuatu Christian Women’s 
Fellowship will hold a Capacity Building on 
Leadership Development. They plan to train 200 
young women to take leadership roles in decision 
making bodies at the local, provincial and national 
governments. These two-week workshops will be 
held in four different geographical areas from 
January to October 2022. $2,000 
 
The Catholic Church in Vanuatu - Women in 
Decision Making. The group will work to build the 
capacity of women leaders to actively participate in 
the decision making process in their communities. 
They plan on working with participants from six 
islands, totaling 57 women. $500 
 
The Seventh Adventist Church is planning a 
workshop titled “Live More Abundantly.” Their 
goal is to educate women to combat lifestyle 
related disease such as diabetes and obesity.  
They will hold workshops in four locations with  
18 sessions dealing with health assessments. They 
will also hold achievement celebrations, followed 
by weekly Live More Abundantly club sessions and 
reflection circles. $900 
 

All of these projects come from different churches represented in the WDP committee or related to Vanuatu 
Council of Churches. They focus on training workshops to attend the needs of women in the communities. 
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Evaluation & Report Form — World Day of Prayer 2022 

 

Tell us about your World Day of Prayer service and offering: 

    

 
 

Which denominations were involved? (please check all that apply) 

 

 

 

               
 

What was the highlight of your World Day of Prayer service this year?        

               

               

 

 

What 2022 World Day of Prayer materials did you use? (please check all that apply) 
 

 

*About England, Wales, & Northern Ireland, Food of EWNI, etc. 
 

Did you adapt the 2022 materials to fit the needs of your community? 

 

Please provide the name and contact information of the person submitting this evaluation: 

     

 

Who should receive the World Day of Prayer materials next year? 

          

             

 

Please return your evaluation and offering in the self-addressed envelope included in this booklet by April 30, 

 

mailto:info@wdp-usa.org
mailto:info@wdp-usa.org
http://www.wdp-usa.org/evaluation
mailto:info@wdp-usa.org
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World Day of Prayer USA Committee 
 

Gail Logan Strange (Baptist) chair 
Shanell Allen-Debela (The Salvation Army) vice chair 
Neethi Prasad (Mar Thoma Syrian Church) vice chair     

Kathy Hamilton-Thomas (African Methodist Episcopal) treasurer 
Susan Jackson Dowd (Presbyterian Church USA) chair, emeritus 
Barbara Berry-Bailey (Evangelical Lutheran Church in America) 
Fanya Burford-Berry (Evangelical Lutheran Church in America) 

April L. Davenport (Presbyterian Church USA) 
Jennifer Graham (The Salvation Army) 

Susan P. Harris (Evangelical Lutheran Church in America) 
Susan K. Hattel (United Methodist Church)  

Danilie C Hilerio-Villanueva (Presbyterian Church USA) 
Susan S. Kim (United Methodist Church) 

Carmen Alicia Nebot (United Church of Christ)  
 
 

World Day of Prayer USA Staff  
 

Andrea Miskow, coordinator 
 
 

WDP International Committee Representatives  
 

Rosângela Oliveira, executive director, WDPIC  
Laurence Gangloff, chair, WDPIC 

 
 

World Day of Prayer USA 
475 Riverside Drive, 15th Floor  New York, NY  10115 

212.870.2466  |  Orders:  888.937.8720  |  info@wdp-usa.org  |  www.wdp-usa.org 
www.twitter.com/wdpusa  |  www.facebook.com/worlddayofprayerusa  |  instagram @wdpusa 

 

World Day of Prayer Partnership Statement  
 

The World Day of Prayer USA Committee is responsible for translation, publication and promotion of  
World Day of Prayer in the United States. The committee determines the use of the offering, which includes 
international and domestic grants and continued support for the international movement of World Day of 

Prayer. The committee strives to strengthen its denominational relationships and its ties to ecumenical 
partners. Through World Day of Prayer, we seek to expand the boundaries of ecumenism worldwide. 
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